
Published by Highland Local Schools to promote our students, staff and programs.

ISSUE 1  n  OCTOBER 2015

InSIdE ThIS ISSUE

MakIng hEadlInES, P2    hOME OPEnER RECaP, P3    hIghland haPPEnIngS, P4-5    
UP & COMIng EvEnTS & PROgRaMS, P6    SwaRTz aCCEPTEd InTO COYO, P7    FOUndaTIOn nEwS, P8    

The Highland 

w w w . h i g h l a n d s c h o o l s . o r g

Congratulations to six Highland High School 

seniors who have met the requirements and 

qualified to enter the 2016 National Merit 

Scholarship Program. Karis Courey, Jacob 

Lewton, Molly O’Donnell, Carissa Temerson, 

Jimmy Wagner and Joe Wiencek were among 

the 50,000 highest scoring participants who 

were recognized in the fall. In total, over 1.5 

million entered the program. Of the 50,000 

high scorers nationwide, about 16,000 will be 

named National Merit Program Semi-finalists, 

representing the top scorers in each state, and 

approximately 34,000 others will be commended 

for their performance on the PSAT/NMSQT. 

6 Qualify for National Scholarship Program

HHS Among America’s Top High Schools
We are pleased to announce that Highland High School has been 
named one of America’s Top 500 High Schools by Newsweek 
Magazine. HHS ranked 491st in the nation, with only 34 Ohio 
schools making the list. The 2015 Newsweek High School Rankings 
assess schools based on a broad range of data to determine which 
institutions do the best job of preparing students for college.
 
The rankings were based on the following six indicators: 
• College Enrollment Rate (25%)
• Graduation Rate (20%)
• Weighted AP/IB/Dual Enrollment composite (17.5%)
• Weighted SAT/ACT composite (17.5%)
• Student Retention (change in student enrollment between 9th  
 and 12th grades; this measure is intended to control for dropout  
 rates) (10%)
• Counselor-to-Student Ratio (10%)

HOW HHS STaCKS Up:
• College Readiness: 76.3
• Graduation Rate: 99.6%
• College-Bound: 85.8%
• Student Retention: 98.9%
• AP/IB Dual Enrollment  

Composite: 59.9
• Average AP Score: 3.32
• SAT/ACT Composite Score: 62.9
• Average SAT Score: 1786
• Average ACT Score: 24.5
• Counselor-Student Ratio: 1:276

“This is truly a great honor for our students, families, teachers and 
district administration team,” noted HHS Principal Mr. Dana Addis.

Pictured from left are Jacob, Molly, Carissa, Joe, Jimmy and Karis.

MEET: 
Grace Mino 

8th Grade, Highland Middle School



MAKING HEADLINES...
 

BeCKer InDUCTeD  
InTO HaLL Of faMe
Congratulations to Highland physical 

education teacher and girls varsity golf 

coach Mary Becker who was inducted in 

the inaugural Midland High School Athletic 

Hall of Fame on September 12 in Michigan. 

Becker (Class of 1982), earned nine varsity 

letters at Midland: three each in basketball, volleyball and softball. 

She achieved All-Saginaw Valley League first team honors five times 

and second team honors three times. Becker was voted the SVL’s 

Most Valuable Player in both volleyball and basketball during her 

senior year and earned all-state honors in three sports: first team 

in basketball, second team in volleyball and honorable mention in 

softball. Mary attended the University of Dayton and earned four 

letters in basketball and two letters in softball. She was recognized 

as the Flyers’ top scholar-athlete in 1986. Kudos! 

 

SHarOn eLeMenTary faLL feSTIvaL, DanCe 
Get ready and mark your calendars for the Sharon Elementary 

Fall Festival and Family Dance from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 

October 24. A great day for the entire family! There will be lots of 

games, prizes and a raffle. Be sure to have the chuck wagon lunch 

with your family! We still need volunteers for the day. If interested 

in participating as a ranch hand, please call Mrs. Tanya Headrick at 

330-256-1080 or email tanya.headrick@yahoo.com.

Career faIr SLaTeD fOr OCTOBer 14 

Attention all Highland High School students: You and your parents 

are invited to attend the 2015 Medina County College/Trade/Tech 

and Career Fair from 6-7:45 p.m. on Wednesday, October 14 at 

the Medina County Community Center, located at 735 Lafayette 

Road (Medina County Fairgrounds). The fair attracts more than 100 

colleges and career-enhancing organizations from Ohio and nearby 

states. The Medina County College and Career Fair is registered 

with the Ohio Association for College Admission Counseling (OACAC) 

and is co-sponsored by the Medina County Economic Development 

Corporation. Visit www.medina-esc.org for more information. 
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COOk-Off tO benefit Art sChOlArship fund 

The Highland High School National Art Honor Society (NAHS) will 

host its annual Chili Cook-Off at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 

19 at the high school to raise money for the Art Scholarship Fund. 

Enter your favorite chili dish and you may be crowned Chili Cook-

Off Champion! Anyone may enter and all are welcome to attend. 

Tickets are $5 per person and includes all you can eat chili, plus 

cornbread and desserts (donated by students). Handmade ceramic 

bowls will be on sale for $10 (price includes the meal). Student 

artwork will be on display and some items will be for sale. Tickets 

can be purchased at the door or from any NAHS member. For more 

information, email Bonnie Kubilus at bkubilus@highlandschools.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WOrLD TOUr Of MUSIC COnTInUeS aT HHS
ORMACO, Inc. (Ohio Regional Music, Arts, and Cultural Outreach) 

is proud to present the award-winning Alash Ensemble at 8 p.m. 

on Saturday, October 17 in the Highland High School Auditorium. 

Hailing from Tuva in Central Asia, the musicians have won numerous 

international awards in Tuvan throat singing, a technique which 

allows vocalists to sing multiple pitches at one time. Ensemble 

members also play a variety of Tuvan traditional instruments, 

contributing to an overall musical experience that a Washington 

Post review described as “absolutely stunning.” Alash has also 

collaborated with such diverse musical groups as Bela Fleck and the 

Flecktones, beat boxer Shodekeh and American classical musicians. 

With their “new old” Tuvan music, Alash stays true to the cultural 

traditions of their musical heritage, while blending new influences, 

to create a captivating and utterly unique musical experience. 

This is a FREE public concert, completely funded by The Ohio Arts 

Council. Registration and reservations are required. Please register 

online at www.ormaco.org or call 330-722-2541. 
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ATTENDANCE TOPS 5,000 AT OPENER
The Highland Hornets offered no mercy to the Brunswick Blue Devils in their home opener on 
August 28 at North Gateway Tire Field at Highland Stadium. It was a standing-room-only 
crowd as the Hornets ended the night with a 17-7 victory. This was Highland’s first win over 
Brunswick since 1984 and it was the teams’ first meeting since 1986. It was perfect weather 

for both football and the debut of the new Highland Athletic Complex with some 5,000 
in attendance. Congratulations to Head Coach Mike Gibbons and the Hornets on a great 
season start! Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to make it a special evening! 

(Photos: affordable Photography 
by nancy Gatsios)
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Be sure to 
visit the 
District 

website and 
Facebook 
page for 

important 
updates and 
information.

‘Take the Lead & read’  
SUper HerO SaLUTe TO reaDIng THeMe 
Hinckley Elementary students kicked off their 2015-16 reading program on September 8 with a special 
assembly that included special guests from the community. These individuals were asked questions related to 
their leadership roles in the Hinckley community and this year’s reading theme of “Take the Lead & Read!” 
Each year, the Highland elementary schools collaborate to encourage students to develop a love of learning 
and reading. The yearly reading theme program begins in September and is designed to encourage 
additional reading outside of school and at home. Students explore a variety of new characters through 
research, as well as understanding different points of view as they strive to reach their personal reading goal 
each month. This year, sub themes include Respect, Responsibility, Courage and Tolerance. In conjunction with 
the theme, each Hinckley class designed a “Character Crow,” which symbolized one of the subthemes. Each 
elementary student is given a calendar to keep track of their reading minutes. Calendars are filled with book 
suggestions and clues about each of the sub-themes. 

6th graders experience Camp Wanake

Pictured in back from 

left are Hinckley 

firefighter Lydia 

Wochna and her dog, 

Highland Board of  

Education member 

Chris Wolny, Hinckley 

township trustee 

Martha Catherwood, 

Police officer and 

local scout leader 

scott Cerrito and 

Highland High school 

assistant Principal 

Carrie Knapp. in front 

are 5th graders Calee 

angus, sarah Johnson 

and Kendra Kastelein.

Nearly 240 Highland Middle School 6th graders and several staff members attended Camp Wanake in 
Brewster, OH, September 16-18. The annual outdoor education event provides an opportunity for HMS students 
to engage in learning activities beyond the walls of a classroom. Students participate in many hands-on activities 
such as pond life study, leaf studies, astronomy, outdoor cooking, fishing, canoeing, nature photography and 
rock-wall climbing, to name a few. Two equally important outcomes of the camp are the opportunity for staff to 
bring students together from the three elementary schools ~ Granger, Hinckley and Sharon, and form the bond 
of being members of HMS. Additionally, the rapport built between staff and students positively influences student 
behavior for the rest of the school year.  A special thanks is also extended to the parent volunteers!
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SafeTy CLaSSeS
aT SHarOn

NEw ‘BuDDy BENCH’ AT GRANGER
Granger Elementary School recently received a new “Buddy Bench” on its playground thanks to the hard work 
of a small group of 4th grade students who are members of Girl Scout Troop 90196. The girls took on this 
project as Brownies and have now moved on to be Juniors in Troop 90196. The buddy bench is a simple idea to 
eliminate loneliness and foster friendship on the playground, ultimately spreading the message of inclusion and 
kindness. Pictured, standing from left, are Kylie Clark, Sarah Thomas, Makayla Lyons, Sydney Campbell, and 
Evelyn Boucher. Seated are Anna Soska and Kieran Jeske. Their teamwork and efforts are greatly appreciated.

Thanks to the support of area townships, 

Highland Elementary students are 

participating in a series of student safety 

lessons this school year. Firefighter Angela 

Potter (at right) is delivering the lessons 

along with her dog, Ahrens, who is a 

certified therapy dog. Potter touches on a 

variety of topics such as cooking safety, 

water safety and pond and ice safety.  
 

Pictured with Potter and ahrens are sharon 

Elementary 3rd graders Payton Brainerd (left) 

and natalie Gizzo during a safety lesson held 

on september 17. 
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and

OCTOBER 2015
• 10/11: Granger Canned Food Drive Begins

• 10/12: Highland Foundation Fall Grant Applications Due 

• 10/14: Granger & Hinckley School Picture Day; HHS Choir & 

Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m. (HHS)

• 10/15: End of 1st Grading Period; Granger & Hinckley School Picture 

Day; Granger Canned Food Drive Ends.

• 10/16: NEOEA Day / No School 

• 10/17: Alash Ensemble / Tuvan Throat Singing Presented by 

ORMACO, 8 p.m. (HHS)
• 10/19: BOE Meeting, 7 p.m. (HHS)
• 10/23: Report Cards

• 10/24: National ACT Testing Date; Sharon PTO Fall Festival & Family 

Dance, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• 10/28: Highland Foundation Project Review Event, 6-7 p.m. (HHS); 

NHS Induction Ceremony, 7 p.m. (HHS)

• 10/30: Elementary Halloween Parties 

 

NOVEMBER 2015
• 11/2: Granger Book Fair Begins

• 11/3: Sharon PTO Basket Raffle; Elementary School Conferences, 
4-7:30 p.m.

• 11/5: Sharon PTO Basket Raffle; Elementary School Conferences, 
4-7:30 p.m.

• 11/6: Elementary Veteran’s Day Assemblies

• 11/7: Highland Foundation Dinner at Weymouth Country Club

• 11/10: Parent/Athlete Pre-season Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (HHS) 
11/11: HHS Veteran’s Day Program & Breakfast; Elementary 
Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m.

• 11/12: HHS Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m.; Hinckley 3rd & 4th Grade 

Musical, “We Haz Jaz,” 7 p.m.

• 11/13: Interims
• 11/16: BOE Meeting, 7 p.m. (HHS)
• 11/17: HHS Winter Sports Picture Day 

• 11/19: Middle School Conferences, 4-7:30 p.m.; HHS National Art 

Honor Society Chili Cook-Off, 5:30 p.m.; HHS Fall Musical, 7 p.m.

• 11/20: HHS Fall Musical, 7 p.m.

• 11/21: HHS Fall Musical, 7 p.m.

• 11/23: HHS Fall Sports Awards Assembly, 6:30 p.m.

• 11/25: Conference Comp Day / No School

• 11/26-27: Thanksgiving Break / No School

faLL COMMUnITy eD 
COUrSeS avaILaBLe  
Highland Community Education courses for Fall 2015 include 

several new and fun options! Enroll now in our exciting new classes 

including MMA Fun-Fitness Boot Camp, Reiki Reunion and Authentic 

Indian Cuisine Cooking. Other adult evening classes include CPR 

with AED Certification, Therapeutic Massage, Meditation, Improving 

Communication and Dealing with Change (online class), and 

Vinyasa Yoga. Students can choose from our after-school classes 

such as Bricks 4 Kidz, Robotics, MadScience and Young Rembrandts. 

Saturday morning classes include the Fundamentals of Cooking, 

Babysitting, Mommy & Me Yoga and others. These classes are 

filling fast so send in your registration as soon as possible. More 

information is available on the district website at highlandschools.

org or by calling Mary Fran Kudla at 330-239-1901, ext. 4245. 
 

‘How to succeed...’  
is HHs fall Musical 
Highland High School will 

present its fall musical, “How 

To Succeed In Business Without 

Really Trying,” at 7 p.m. on 

November 19, 20 and 21 in 

the high school auditorium. This 

musical has won seven Tony 

Awards. It’s a 1960’s musical 

based on a 1950’s book that 

pokes fun at how the “machine” 

of big business works, including 

how to rise through the ranks 

without any skills. In a New 

York Herald Tribune review, 

critic Walter Kerr stated, “Not a sincere line is spoken...and what 

a relief that is...How To Succeed is crafty, conniving, cynical, 

irreverent, impertinent, sly, malicious, and lovely, just lovely.” Ticket 

prices for all performances are $8 for adults, $5 for students 

with children 3 and under admitted free. Tickets go on sale 

October 13 at www.showtix4u.com. For more information, please 

contact Barb Killeen at 330-239-1901, ext. 5203 or bkilleen@

highlandschools.org.
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Congratulations to Highland graduates Ian and Bethany Vikowski on their recent 
accomplishments while serving in the U.S. Navy. Bethany, a 2013 grad, was awarded a Recruit 
Honor Graduate Ribbon for superb performance. She is one of the first sailors to be given 
this honor. The ribbon represents outstanding leadership, academic performance and physical 
fitness demonstrated throughout her time at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes.  All recruits 
go through boot camp at Recruit Training Command in Illinois. Out of about 700 sailors who 
completed their training, only 15 were awarded the Honor Graduate Ribbon. Bethany was 
also awarded the Military Order of the World Wars Award of Merit, which recognized her 
accomplishments. 

Ian, a 2012 graduate of HHS/Medina County Career Center, is currently serving in the U.S. 
Navy as a Ceremonial Guardsman/Casket Bearer stationed on joint base Anacostia Bolling, 
D.C. Ian’s duties include performing at Presidential ceremonies, funerals at Arlington, arrivals for 
foreign dignitaries and dignified transfers of KIA naval military including active duty military. 
Ian earned the “White Rope,” which symbolizes and recognizes him as a Guardsman through 
intense precision training and outstanding fitness. Most recently, he was awarded a very high 
honor from the MCPON (Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy) for passing a personal 
inspection of his uniform. Bethany and Ian are the children of Stephen and Cassie Vikowski of 
Sharon Township.

graDS reCOgnIzeD fOr navaL aCCOMpLISHMenTS

Congratulations to the Highland Middle School Girls Cross Country 

Team who won the Avon Lake Invitational on September 5 with 29 

points. There were 31 teams and over 300 runners. The top 5 girls 

all finished in the top 10. Madelynn Madison won the race with 

a time of 12:18 and Elizabeth Oberhaus took 2nd with a time of 

12:53. The boys team finished 7th out of 31 teams. Pictured from 

left are Maggie Petersen, Summer Howman, Emma Cox, Maddie 

Madison, Elizabeth Oberhaus, Siera Howman and Elissa Scheel.

HMs runners take top 
spot at avon invitational

SWarTz aCCepTeD 
InTO CLeveLanD 
yOUTH OrCHeSTra 
Lauren Swartz, a junior at 
Highland High School, has been 
accepted into the Cleveland 
Orchestra Youth Orchestra.  
Founded under the auspices 
of The Cleveland Orchestra, 
the Cleveland Orchestra 
Youth Orchestra (COYO) 
was established to provide 
talented young musicians with 
a pre-professional orchestral 
training of the highest artistic 
standard. Youth Orchestra 
musicians are selected 
through competitive auditions.  
Members must study music privately, participate in their school 
music program and be prepared to commit to an ambitious 
rehearsal and concert schedule. COYO is privileged to make 
its home in historic Severance Hall. The Youth Orchestra season 
includes three Severance Hall subscription performances, several 
community concerts, and side by side rehearsals with The 
Cleveland Orchestra. Lauren studies viola with Stanley Konopka.  
Mr. Konopka is the Assistant Principal Viola for The Cleveland 
Orchestra and a faculty member at the Cleveland Institute of 
Music (CIM).  Lauren also studies piano with Julie Steingass. Lauren 
is involved in Highland as a Peer Leader and a member of the 
Symphonia Orchestra, Pit Orchestra and National Honor Society. 
She is the daughter of Chip and Liz Swartz of Montville Township.
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A special thank you is extended to our $5,000-level sponsors: 
CLeveLanD CLInIC and fIrSTMerIT BanK. 

For a full list of sponsors and sponsorship opportunities, 
please visit highlandfoundation.org.

HigHland Foundation
THE

C
ry
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al
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al

a The hiGhland FoundaTion
proudly presenTs  

The 11Th annual 

Great Gifts 
dinner auction

6 p.m.  CoCkTail reCepTion 
7 p.m.  dinner served

8-11 p.m.  auCTion / danCinG 

$100 per TiCkeT 

beer/wine inCluded ~ Cash bar available
 

For more details, please visit 

www.hiGhlandFoundaTion.orG

saturday, november 7, 2015
 

weymouTh CounTry Club

3946 weymouTh road

medina, ohio

13 MeSSaGeS froM Milo   
The Highland Foundation and Highland Middle School are pleased to welcome 
Christopher Milo, an internationally recognized concert pianist, performer and 
motivational speaker on October 6-8. Parents are invited to a special presentation on 
October 8 at 7 p.m. at Highland Middle School. Milo will deliver his messages, which 
are inspired by his own personal experiences. Through his incredible story and musical 
talent, he teaches students the “13 Messages” to inspire leadership, acceptance, 
resiliency and positive life choices. “13 Messages from Milo” integrates the entire 
learning community. Students, teachers, counselors, administrators, custodians, etc., all 
play an important role in creating an environment committed to combating negative 
choices and behavior leading to a culture of acceptance and support. His 13 messages 
are trust, work together, accept, be creative, inspire, coach, be curious, communicate, 
be genuine, use your talents, listen, love one another and be positive. 

Christopher Milo, concert pianist/motivational speaker.

Coming UP:  Join Us!

Basket Extravaganza 
thursday, October 15 from 5-8 p.m.
high & low Winery, 588 Medina road

 
Join the Highland Foundation to 
taste and sample Highland’s first 
winery, owned by one of our 
own Highland alums! Admission 
with donations or items to fill 
the baskets for our Highland 

Foundation Dinner silent auction, to be held November 
7 at Weymouth Country Club. Come eat, drink and 
donate to celebrate this new Highland business!
 

Project review 
Wednesday, October 28 from 6-7 p.m.
Highland High School (outside auditorium)
 
Join the Highland Foundation for their Project Review 
event and discover some of the unique and beneficial 
programs and projects that The Foundation has 
sponsored over the past 15 years. You will also learn 
about what’s on tap for this school year. This event is 
free and open to the public. The event will be held 
prior to the induction ceremony for the HHS National 
Honor Society at 7 p.m. NHS members will receive a 2 
GB flash drive, compliments of The Foundation. 


